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PROJECT BRIEF:  DESIGN A NEW PRE-PRIMARY TO GRADE 9 SCHOOL IN TIMBERLEA, NOVA SCOTIA, 800 STUDENTS
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Choice Flexibility Safety Learning

DESIGN VISION AND OBJECTIVES

• Support diverse learning styles, SEL
• Clear growth for students through the levels of the building
• Optimize greenspace
• Spaces designed with flexible learning opportunities in mind
• Views to nature and daylighting

PEDAGOGICAL PURPOSE:
- varied types of learning such as direct instruction and informal opportunities in 
collaboration zones within the corridor, group work, and individual work.

ACTIVE AND PASSIVE SAFETY:
- safety in a layered approach; simple building forms and clear wayfinding. The interior’s
axial layout allows easy passive and active supervision over all corridors.

-- The Learning Environment

We begin by developing a shared understanding for the desired learning environment.  

LEARNER-CENTERED FLEXIBILITY: 
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DESIGN VISION AND OBJECTIVES - Translation to built space

COCOMMUNITY CONNECTION:
- support connection, social and emotional learning to support school culture.

• Welcoming entry
• Consideration of after-hours use
• Integration of local art and storytelling
• Accessibility & Safety
• Outdoor spaces for communal activities

DURABLE AND FLEXIBLE: 
Creating a space with durable, long-lasting materials, which allow for flexible use by 
teachers and students.

CONSTRUCTABILITY: 
Straightforward, standardized dimensions and equipment, highlighting rectilinear 
forms and simple massing.



OPTIMIZING THE SITE

2



Governors Lake

N
ine M

ile River

SITE

KEY SITE  CONTEXT

PARKS

WATER

SITE

COMMERCIAL

�

�

�

�

�

�

1.HIGHWAY 103
2.THE LINKS AT BRUNELLO
3.TIMBERLEA VILLAGE PARKWAY
4.ST.MARGARETS BAY ROAD
5.BEECHVILLE LAKESIDE TIMBERLEA TRAIL
6.FIRESTATION

LEGEND



SITE PHOTOS
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SITE CONTEXT

An initial Site Analysis was conducted to 
understand the site strengths and 
constraints.

• Regional context
• Existing topography
• Local climate
• Existing Vegetation
• Proposed access to site
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PROGRAM BLOCK WORKSHOP

Program Block Workshops examined the site's strengths and 
arranged building components together on site.  Highlighted 
elements included:

• Arrival sequence
• Vehicular and pedestrian separation
• Deliveries and access to mechanical / elec spaces
• Playspace
• Views to greenery
• Daylight, classrooms arranged N-S
• After hours use of community focused specialty areas
• Supervision and wayfinding
• Form factor ratios, simple form



Frederick Lake, loop 2 Timberlea Village Parkway EXTERIOR CONCEPTA Glimpse Through the Tress by John Hammond

A Bridge for Learning A Bridge for Learning
CONCEPT SCHEME

• The learning bridge
• Strategic glimpses and visual links to learning zones

TIMBERLEA PP-9

Site visits and understanding of the area's nature supported idea of a 
learning bridge spanning over a volume of specialty learning spaces. 
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SUSTAINABILITY

• Green Globes Sustainability Targeting 2 Globes
• Efficiency:  a condensed shape supports heating and cooling the building.
• Prioritizing sustainability elements inside and outside that support the 

learning environment:
o high levels of daylight
o operable windows
o high performing exterior envelope
o internal environment quality
o bike racks
o exterior play space
o north and south facing classrooms

As we develop the form and plans of the building 
we also consider the project's sustainability goals:



DESIGN 

4



TIMBERLEA PP-9

1

2

3

3

4

5 6

7

8

8

8

1. SOCCER FIELD
2.
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

DN
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Department Legend

ADMIN

ARTS

ATHLETICS

CAFE

Classroom

LABS

Learn

SERVICE

STAGE

821.0 ft²
821.0 SF

CLASSROOM (PP) 3

1883.3 ft²
1883.3 SF

NUTRITION AND TEXT

1874.6 ft²
1874.6 SF

PRODUCTION

960.2 ft²
960.2 SF

MEDIA INNOVATION

265.6 ft²
265.6 SF

GYM STOR

6580.0 ft²
6580.0 SF

MAIN GYM

5028.2 ft²
5028.2 SF

CAFETERIA

1203.0 ft²
1203.0 SF

STAGE

1409.9 ft²
1409.9 SF

JR HIGH MUSIC

204.3 ft²
204.3 SF

GYM OFF.

722.7 ft²
722.7 SF

GYM STOR 1

75.2 ft²
75.2 SF

ELEV

3370.3 ft²
3370.3 SF

GYM 2

890.7 ft²
890.7 SF

LC 2

120.0 ft²
120.0 SF

P
50.7 ft²
50.7 SF

SICK
65.8 ft²
65.8 SF

WC

1200.5 ft²
1200.5 SF

LEARNING CENTRE 1

802.0 ft²
802.0 SF

MECH 1

505.9 ft²
505.9 SF

SEMINAR128.7 ft²
128.7 SF

AC WC

1154.6 ft²
1154.6 SF

KITCHEN + STOR

205.1 ft²
205.1 SF

WATER

541.9 ft²
541.9 SF

MAIN ELEC

129.0 ft²
129.0 SF

JAN 1

109.5 ft²
109.5 SF

OUT STOR

79.6 ft²
79.6 SF

STORAGE

125.7 ft²
125.7 SF

A

79.5 ft²
79.5 SF

B
125.9 ft²
125.9 SF

AC WC 52.5 ft²
52.5 SF
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





























A

11654321

         

820.2 ft²
820.2 SF

CLASSROOM (PP) 2
819.7 ft²
819.7 SF

CLASSROOM (PP) 1

31.0 ft²
31.0 SF

ELEC L1

830.6 ft²
830.6 SF

CLASSROOM (PP) 4

52.5 ft²
52.5 SF

P







120.7 ft²
120.7 SF

VP

311.3 ft²
311.3 SF

MAIN ENTRY

330.8 ft²
330.8 SF

RECEPTION

119.5 ft²
119.5 SF

VP

123.4 ft²
123.4 SF

SEC. RECP

98.7 ft²
98.7 SF

WORK



310.5 ft²
310.5 SF

MAIN COMM

43.5 ft²
43.5 SF

STOR

12










160.0 ft²
160.0 SF

WC

98.5 ft²
98.5 SF

KITCHENETTE

162.7 ft²
162.7 SF

WC




53.4 ft²
53.4 SF

P

59.9 ft²
59.9 SF

elec / comm L1

120.3 ft²
120.3 SF

SCHOOLS+
118.2 ft²
118.2 SF

M.HEALTH
119.3 ft²
119.3 SF

CNSLR 119.0 ft²
119.0 SF

CNSLR

150.6 ft²
150.6 SF

MEET660.8 ft²
660.8 SF

SCHOOLS+ HUB
37.8 ft²
37.8 SF

KITCHENETTE

36.7 ft²
36.7 SF

COMM

24.3 ft²
24.3 SF

ELEC

79.1 ft²
79.1 SF

COMM OFFICE



51.5 ft²
51.5 SF

STOR

65.4 ft²
65.4 SF

STOR







LEVEL 1
November 25 2025
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AREA PLAN LEVEL 1 | 1:200
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STUDENT SERVICES

STAGE

ATHLETICS
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811.2 ft²
811.2 SF

CLASSROOM (1) 2

817.2 ft²
817.2 SF

CLASSROOM (P) 3
821.3 ft²
821.3 SF

CLASSROOM (P) 2

813.2 ft²
813.2 SF

CLASSROOM (2) 1

1981.5 ft²
1981.5 SF

LIBRARY

1614.5 ft²
1614.5 SF

MECH 2

812.4 ft²
812.4 SF

CLASSROOM (1) 1

846.3 ft²
846.3 SF

CLASSROOM (P) 4

95.4 ft²
95.4 SF

ITIN 3

806.2 ft²
806.2 SF

CLASSROOM (1) 3

281.2 ft²
281.2 SF

COLLAB

342.6 ft²
342.6 SF

COLLAB

106.5 ft²
106.5 SF

COMM 1

820.0 ft²
820.0 SF

CLASSROOM (3) 1

820.2 ft²
820.2 SF

CLASSROOM (3) 2

277.2 ft²
277.2 SF

RESOURCE
820.4 ft²
820.4 SF

CLASSROOM (P) 1

820.2 ft²
820.2 SF

CLASSROOM (2) 3

823.4 ft²
823.4 SF

CLASSROOM (1) 4

1602.6 ft²
1602.6 SF

MECH 3

92.6 ft²
92.6 SF

ITIN 1

100.2 ft²
100.2 SF
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820.4 ft²
820.4 SF

CLASSROOM (3) 3

1004.1 ft²
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54.2 ft²
54.2 SF

JAN

52.6 ft²
52.6 SF
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73.1 ft²
73.1 SF

STOR
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
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813.0 ft²
813.0 SF

CLASSROOM (8) 2
812.4 ft²
812.4 SF

CLASSROOM (4) 1 814.5 ft²
814.5 SF

CLASSROOM (4) 2

822.3 ft²
822.3 SF

CLASSROOM (5) 1
822.2 ft²
822.2 SF

CLASSROOM (5) 2
849.0 ft²
849.0 SF

CLASSROOM (5) 3
821.1 ft²
821.1 SF

CLASSROOM (7) 2

813.1 ft²
813.1 SF

CLASSROOM (6) 3

820.8 ft²
820.8 SF

CORE FRENCH 2

1514.2 ft²
1514.2 SF

MECH 4

803.2 ft²
803.2 SF

STAFF

790.2 ft²
790.2 SF

CLASSROOM (8) 3
809.8 ft²
809.8 SF

CLASSROOM (8) 1
807.6 ft²
807.6 SF

CLASSROOM (4) 3

278.3 ft²
278.3 SF

STOR 6

281.7 ft²
281.7 SF

COLLAB

105.6 ft²
105.6 SF

ST CNCL

1002.6 ft²
1002.6 SF

ART

822.9 ft²
822.9 SF

CLASSROOM (7) 3
855.6 ft²
855.6 SF

CLASSROOM (6) 2

1001.4 ft²
1001.4 SF

LAB 1

1000.8 ft²
1000.8 SF

LAB 2

872.6 ft²
872.6 SF

CORE FRENCH 1

809.4 ft²
809.4 SF

CLASSROOM (6) 1
809.9 ft²
809.9 SF

CLASSROOM (7) 1

103.3 ft²
103.3 SF

ITIN 5

D
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C

B

8

H

J

K

G

E

F

7

A

11654321

32.5 ft²
32.5 SF

ELEC

101.3 ft²
101.3 SF

ITIN 457.5 ft²
57.5 SF

STOR 5

102.7 ft²
102.7 SF

ITIN 6

54.4 ft²
54.4 SF

ELEC

126.8 ft²
126.8 SF

STOR





223.8 ft²
223.8 SF

COLLAB

68.9 ft²
68.9 SF

STOR

243.1 ft²
243.1 SF

COLLAB

12

54.2 ft²
54.2 SF

JAN

231.0 ft²
231.0 SF

PLC

91.7 ft²
91.7 SF

LAB STOR

106.5 ft²
106.5 SF

COMM

39.0 ft²
39.0 SF

COMM
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